


Dear Eurofunding subscriber,

We thank you for having ordered the new Comprehensive Guide 2015, 17th edition.
Based on fourteen years of expertise from our consulting firm, this guide gives you the 
keys to understand the expectations of the European Commission, to optimize your appli-
cations for funding and to facilitate the management of your funded project.

The new programming for a smart, sustainable and inclusive growth stated by the 
European Commission enters its second year. The EU pursues a policy of consolidation of 
funding programmes initiated during the previous programming; however this does not 
imply a decrease of opportunities for your organisations.
As you will see, the relevant European funding programmes for your organisations’pro-
jects are still very numerous.
As we write these lines, all the European Commission DGs have not published their work-
plan for 2015 yet, however this guide will help you anticipate future funding opportunities.

Our Welcomeurope team is delighted to count you among our subscribers. We hope that 
Eurofunding 2015 will be a key tool in developing your European success stories, which is 
the case for thousands organisations all over Europe.

For this edition, we would especially like to thank Camille Brailly, Jean-Manuel Lagier and 
Aurélie Thomas.

Do not hesitate to follow the publication of the new calls for proposals on  
www.welcomeurope.com.
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Welcomeurope, 3 areas of expertise on
European funding

• Calls for proposals
• European funding programmes
• Structural funds
• E-mail alerts on European funds 
• E-mail assistance service

 
welcomeurope.com, the number one portal for European funding

All the information you need on European funding with a single click!

Consultancy Training
Assisting you with your funding and 
partnerships

Welcomeurope is there to offer you close 
and sustained support in:

• �setting up your projects, drafting your appli-
cations, planning budgets, complying with 
funding rules and optimising your project

�• �developing a network of partners at Com-
munity level and thus play an active part in 
defining policies and programmes

• �talking to institutions in order to promote 
your interests and your projects

Contact Valérie Buisine 
vbuisine@welcomeurope.com

15 training modules on European Funds.
 
More than 1000 participants trained by 
Welcomeurope each year.
 
50 tailor-made training sessions a year 
across Europe.
 
Contact us and ask for 
our Training Catalogue.
Contact  
Geraldine Nebout: 
training@welcomeurope.com

Information to make the best decisions

• For political and strategic ends : position 
your organisation, influence the direction of 
the policies

• For operational purposes: obtain funds,  
realise European projects

Contact Mireille van der Graaf : mvdgraaf@welcomeurope.com

contact us by mail : contact@welcomeurope.com or by telephone : +33 (0) 1 42 54 60 64 

Tailor-made strategic monitoring



HOW TO USE THE 2015 EUROFUNDING GUIDE?

The Eurofunding guide is an essential tool to get access to European funds.
Written for the general audience, it helps you to identify the most appropriate funding 
opportunities and to define more precisely your projects in the light of the European pri-
orities.

What does the Eurofunding Guide 2015 contain? 

• The 2015 Welcomeurope Guidelines for project leaders
• Appendices
• Programme-sheets and 2 index

The 2015 Guidelines for European project leaders or how to set up a European  
project ?

The 2015 Guidelines for European project leaders provide you with the essential in-
formation during the first steps of project building. It answers your main questions: how 
to organise the proposal writing? How to build a network of partners? How to write the 
application? How to respect the awarding rules? How to write your  evaluation plan? etc.
In a practical way, this method explains the three steps of a European project implementa-
tion: project design, formalisation of your application and management of financed pro-
jects. 

In the Appendices, you find a presentation of the European Commission Directorates 
General and services, a list of the geographical abbreviations used and definitions of terms 
commonly used in European Commission grant agreements. 



How to identify the right funding programmes for your projects?

The programme-sheets are written in an easy-to-read format that helps to define very 
quickly whether a project is eligible. They provide the first indications related to eligibility, 
programmes and projects funding details. If your project matches the programme, you 
will then be able to find all relevant programming and application documents, thanks to 
the updated web links. In the following page, a programme-sheet is presented including 
the explanation for each box in the sheet.

We remind you that the programme selection, when made too quickly, can exclude some 
other interesting opportunities that probably also match your project. Take your time to 
look over the details in each of the programme-sheets you selected. 

To facilitate your programme selection, The Guide provides you with 2 useful index. A first
alphabetical index enables you to consult programmes previously identified by yourself.
A second thematic index is placed at the end of the guide. It will facilitate your search of
programmes thanks to keywords related to different types of beneficiary organisations
and fields of activity.

Clarification about some used terms:

• �Universities include all higher education institutions, private or public, including stu-
dents and teachers;

• Training centres include vocational training institutes, private or public;
• �Chambers, Agencies include chambers of commerce and industry, development agen-

cies, and all information relays acting for local development;
• �Federations, Unions include professional associations acting for private, non-profit or 

public interests such as trade unions, lobbies, and networks...;
• Administrations include any kind of public services in the member states;
• Non-profit include all non-profit organisations at local, national or international level;
• �Development NGOs (Non Governmental Organisations) include associations  

acting in development projects outside the European Union.
• �International Organisations cover the organisations that implement and coordinate 

actions at international level in different countries and that are made up of sovereign 
states. Examples: UN, OSCE, WTO. The IO do not cover international NGOs.

The editorial team remains at your disposal for any further information:
editorial@welcomeurope.com





SECTORS

All fields of activity/themes 
covered by the programme.

ACTIONS

Insight of the type of 
financed action.

PROGRAMME DETAILS

In a few introductory words, you take notice of the prior steps of the programme (former programmes, 
European strategies, action plans, etc.) and of the context in which it acts.

OBJECTIVES :
This first chapter describes the general objectives of the programme, to which any projects must cor-
respond. Sometimes, this chapter is followed by the SPECIFIC OBJECTIVES or ANNUAL PRIORITIES.
As a consequence, you must pay attention to all this information because projects will have to be 
oriented according to these aspects.

FINANCED ACTION :
This chapter completes the ACTIONS box mentioned at the top of the programme-sheet. It describes 
activities which may be financed under the programme.

Examples : 
*Training, workshops and meetings;
*Development and support to networks, etc. 

OTHER CRITERIA :
This third chapter aims at better understanding some particular conditions. Among them, it can inform 
on the obligations related to partnerships, exclusion of some countries within  the eligible area (RE-
GION box mentioned at the top of the programme-sheet).

Example:
REGIONS : Balkans
OTHER CRITERIA : Only countries having signed a Memorandum of Understanding are eligible (Serbia, 
Montenegro).

BENEFICIARIES

All types of organisations 
eligible to financing among 
14 categories (SME, univer-
sity, local authority, associa-
tion...)

REGIONS

Beneficiaries must be esta-
blished in one of the men-
tionned geographical areas 
to be eligibles for funding. 
Be careful! This box does not 
indicate where projects shall 
be located

NAME OF THE PROGRAMME

DURATION OF THE
PROGRAMME

SUMMARY OF THE PROGRAMME

GLOBAL OR ANNUAL BUDGET OF THE PROGRAMME

WEB : link towards the programme’s web page.

FUNDING OF THE PROJECT

Amount : gives the average awarded amount and/or cofinancing rates.
Selection process : indicates the forecasted periods of calls for proposals’ publications and invitations to submit, 
as well as the frequency.
To be know : indicates the application process to follow.

CONTACT
This box indicates the name of the programme officer from the central managing body (European Commission 
Directorate General) or from an Executive Agency or other any decentralized structure in charge of the programme 
implementation (ex: European Commission Delegation, National Agency, etc.).
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EUROFUNDING 2015

Complete method for preparing your project, organising 
your application file and managing the funded projects.

17th year
3 steps - 28 chapters
140 pages of practical guidance

Welcomeurope
Email : contact@welcomeurope.com

38, rue Léon - 75018 Paris, France
Tél. : +33 (0) 1 42 54 60 64 - Fax : +33 (0) 1 42 54 70 04

Consultancy
Building projects and identifying funds
Writting applications, designing budgets
Managing and reporting of EU funded projects

Information and monitoring
www.welcomeurope.com, the first portal on European funding
The Eurofunding Guides: 1 Comprehensive Guide and sector 
oriented Guides
Customized monitoring, Funding watch...

Training
14 training modules on European funding
Training paths and workshops
In house and tailored-made sessions

Welcomeurope,
3 areas of expertise
on European funding

Welcomeurope
Tél. : +33 (0) 1 42 54 60 64 - Fax : +33 (0) 1 42 54 70 04

www.welcomeurope.com
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1. Europe 2020 strategy

2. The multiannual financial framework 2014-2020

3. The intercommunity programmes

4. The thematic and geographic external cooperation programmes

5. Structural funds

CHAPTER 1

2014-2020: € 960 billion for a Smart, Sustainable, and 
Inclusive Growth

    1. Europe 2020 strategy 

Europe 2020 strategy sets the common objectives for all the European funding pro-
grammes focusing on smart, sustainable and inclusive growth. Europe 2020, that fol-
lows the Lisbon strategy, is addressed to overcome the current crisis. Adopted in 2010, 
this strategy aims at funding the European Union’s economy on knowledge and innova-
tion and making it low-carbon and resource-efficient as well as establishing high employ-
ment rate that contributes to social and territorial cohesion.

To achieve this growth strategy, seven flagship initiatives and five headline targets to 
measure progress that the European Union should achieve in these key areas by 2020, 
have been defined.

 
 
 
 

Step 1 : Prepare your project
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Step 1 - Prepare your project       

Summary table of the 2020 strategy

2. The multiannual financial framework 2014-2020

Budget allocation in 2015
•	 �€ 55 060 million for sustainable growth and natural resources (Common agricultural 

policy-CAP, Rural development-EAFRD, European Maritime and Fisheries Fund -EMFF, 
Life…)

•	 �€ 45 404 million for economic, social and territorial cohesion (ESF, EAFRD, Cohesion 
fund,  Youth Employment Initiative …)

•	 �€ 16 321 million for competitiveness for growth and jobs (funding programmes  
Horizon 2020, COSME, Erasmus+, Galileo, Copernicus, ITER, Connecting Europe Faci-
lity…)

•	 �€ 8 083 million for external relations (Neighbourhood Policy, pre-accession, humani-
tarian aid, development cooperation…) 

•	 �€ 2 075 million for security and citizenship (Asylum and Migration, Rights and  
Citizenship, Creative Europe, Europe for citizens, Food safety, Health for growth …)

•	 € 8 385 million for administration and compensation.

On 1 January 2014, a new programming EU funding started for a 7-year cycle with a 
budget of € 960 billion. 

5 EU targets : Implemented by States 
at the national level

Seven flagship initiatives

•	75% of 20-64 year-olds employed
•	3% of the EU’s GDP invested in R&D/inno-
vation
•	“20-20-20” : environmental targets for EU 
climate and energy package: 20 % green-
house gas emissions ; 20% of energy from 
renewable sources; 20% in energy efficiency
•	School drop-out rates < 10%; 40% of 
30-34-year-olds completing third level edu-
cation
•	20 million fewer people in or at risk of po-
verty and social exclusion

Smart  growth
•	 Digital agenda for Europe
•	 Innovation Union 
•	 Youth on the move 

Sustainable growth
•	 Resource efficient Europe 
•	 �An industrial policy for the globalisation 

era 

Inclusive growth
•	 An agenda for new skills and jobs
•	 European platform against poverty
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Step 1 - Prepare your project

Focus on Erasmus+
Erasmus+ is the new EU umbrella programme for education, training, youth and 
sport from 2014 to 2020. With € 13.01 billion to Erasmus+, the EU increases very 
significantly - by 40% - funds spent on education and training. The objective is to 
increase by 50% the number of mobilities compared to the previous period (two 
thirds of the budget).
Erasmus+ includes the following former programmes: Erasmus, Leonardo da Vin-
ci, Comenius, Grundtvig, Youth in Action) and five international programs (Eras-
mus Mundus, Tempus, Alfa, Edulink and cooperation programs with industrialized 
countries). For the first time, sports activities are supported (social inclusion, fight 
against doping, intolerance and discrimination). Finally, a European Student Loan 
Guarantee Facility has been designed to support Master students who go abroad to 
study.

Focus on Horizon 2020
This framework program dedicated to research and innovation, with € 70.2 billion in 
2014-2020, is the flagship initiative of the EU for this new programming. It includes 
the FP, Euratom, actions for innovation from the competitiveness and innovation 
framework program-CIP and the European Institute of Innovation and Technology, 
EIT. This framework program is divided into three priorities: Excellence Science, 
Industrial leadership, Societal challenges. It should be noted that access to these 
funds will be facilitated by faster allocation decisions and simplified cost models.

    3. The intercommunity programmes

Most existing funding programmes are renewed for seven years. For 2014-2020, the Eu-
ropean Commission has pursued a policy of consolidation of programs initiated during 
the previous programming, both in the field of Research and Innovation with Horizon 
2020, in the field of education with Erasmus+ or in the social policy and employment 
with the Program for Employment and Social Innovation EaSI. These new programs also 
want to facilitate and simplify access to EU funding to make them accessible to the grea-
test number of stakeholders and accelerate payments to beneficiaries.
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Summary table of the main intercommunity programmes

2014-2020
Programmes

2007-2013
Programmes

Provisional 
budget

Major
modifications

Asylum,  
Migration and 
Integration Fund 
(AMIF)

Grouping six financial 
instruments managed by 
DG Internal Affairs: 
•	 the European Fund for 
the Integration of third-
country nationals

•	 European Refugee 
Fund

•	 External borders Fund

•	 European Return Fund

•	 �Programme ‘Preven-
tion of and fight against 
crime»

•	 �Programme «Preven-
tion, Preparedness and 
Consequence Manage-
ment of Terrorism and 
other Security and Sa-
fety Related Risks» 

€2,78
billion

Internal Security 
Fund

€3,31 billion

Connecting 
Europe Facility 
(CEF)

Trans-European 
transport, energy and 
digital networks :
•	TENT-T
•	TEN-E
•	INFSO

€19,3 billion

«Project bond» is 
an intergral part 
of the programme 
easing the mobi-
lisation of private 
funds and enabling 
the use of innova-
ting financial ins-
truments such as 
Risk Sharing Fi-
nance Facility and 
Loan Guarantee 
instrumentet. 

Consumer Pro-
gramme

Consumer Policy €167 million
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Step 1 - Prepare your project

2014-2020
Programmes

2007-2013
Programmes

Provisional 
budget

Major
modifications

COSME
Programme
for the
Competitiveness 
of enterprises 
and SMEs

•	 CIP/PIE €2,03 billion

•	 Three target groups :
Entrepreneurs, 
Member country 
authorities and 
citizens desiring an 
independent status

Creative Europe
•	 Programme Culture
•	 Programme MEDIA

€1,29 
billion

Customs 2020 •	 Customs 2013 €547 million

EaSI
Employment and 
social
Innovation
Programme

•	 Progress
•	 EURES
•	 �Microfinance facility 

(Progress)

 €815 million

•	 Microfinance 
facility as tool for 
micro-entrepreneur 
start-ups

•	 EURES: only 
transnational acti-
vities. National and 
cross-boarder acti-
vities are financed 
by the ESF

Erasmus+

Lifelong learning and 
apprenticeship pro-
grammes (LLP – Eras-
mus, Léonardo, etc.), 
Erasmus Mundus, Tem-
pus, Alfa and Edulink pro-
grammes, Youth in Action 
programme and coope-
ration programmes with 
industrialised countries. 

€13,01 billion

Three types of ac-
tion are supported :
•	  Individual mobility
•	 �Cooperation and 

Innovation
•	 �Reform of educa-

tional systems 
 
Three proposed 
components :
•	 �Education and 

training
•	 �Sport (major 

innovation)
•	 Youth
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2014-2020
Programmes

2007-2013
Programmes

Provisional 
budget

Major
modifications

Europe for the 
Citizens 

Europe for the Citizens €164,28 million

Fiscalis 2020 Fiscalis 2013 €234,3 million

Health for 
Growth

Public Health €398 million

Horizon 2020
•	FP7
•	�CIP (IEE/ICT/Eco-in-

novation)
€70,2 billion

•	 �A common set of 
regulation

•	 �Reducing admi-
nistrative burdens

•	 �Integration of 
research and 
Innovation

•	 �Refunding rate 
could reach 100%

Justice
Programme

•	 Civil Justice
•	 Criminal Justice
•	 Daphné III
•	 �Programme «Drug 

prevention and public 
information»»

•	 �Sections «Anti-discri-
mination and diver-
sity» and  «Gender 
equality» of the PRO-
GESS programme

€334,4 million

Rights and 
Citizenship Pro-
gramme

€389,2 million

LIFE LIFE+ €3,05 billion

•	 �New sub-pro-
gramme «Action 
for Climat» 

•	 �Integrated pro-
jects

Youth employ-
ment initiative

New initiative
€3,02 billion 
+ €3 billion 

from the ESF

supporting young 
people not in edu-
cation, employment 
or training in the 
Union’s regions with 
a youth unemploy-
ment rate > 25 %
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    4. The thematic and geographic external cooperation programmes

Budget allocations support the European Commission’s new approach - the “Agenda 
for Change”- to focus EU aid in fewer sectors supporting democracy, human rights and 
good governance and creating inclusive and sustainable growth.
Under the new principle of «differentiation», the EU will allocate a greater proportion of 
funds where aid can have the highest impact: in the regions and countries that are most 
in need, including in fragile states. 
One of the major innovations and a key external policy tool is the new Partnership Ins-
trument. It will allow the EU to pursue agendas beyond development cooperation with 
industrialised countries, emerging economies, and countries where the EU has signifi-
cant interests.

Note: The thematic programmes of development cooperation are simplified and reduced 
to three: «Global public goods and challenges», « Civil Society Organisations and Local 
Authorities» and “Pan-African programme”.

Summary table of external cooperation programmes

Pre-accession instru-
ment (IPA2)

Pre-accession instrument (IPA1) €10,38 billion

European Neighbou-
rhood Instrument (ENI)

European Neighbourhood and Par-
tnership Instrument (ENPI)

€13,68 billion

Development Coopera-
tion Instrument (DCI)

Development Cooperation Instru-
ment DCI)

€17,39 billion

Instrument for Green-
land

Instrument for Greenland €219 million

European Instrument 
for Democracy & Human 
Rights (EIDHR)

European Instrument for Democracy 
& Human Rights (EIDHR)

€1,18 billion

Instrument for Nuclear 
Safety Cooperation

Instrument for Nuclear Safety Coo-
peration

€200 million

11th European Develop-
ment Fund (EDF)

10th European Development Fund 
(EDF, outside EU Budget )

€31.59 billion

Instrument for Stability 
(IfS)

Instrument for Stability (IfS) €2,07 billion

Partnership Instrument 
(PI)

Partnership Instrument with indus-
trialised and other high income 
countries (PI)

€844 million
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5. Structural funds

Cohesion policy remains the second largest item in the budget of the EU. € 325 billion 
will be allocated to this policy for the 2014-2020 period: 34% of the budget.
The Commission has proposed several significant changes on the design and implemen-
tation of cohesion policy as encourage integrated programming; reward performance 
and focus on results; strengthen territorial cohesion and simplify procedures.
The ESF and the ERDF have also to include two cross-cutting priorities:
•	 Sustainable development;
•	 The fight against discrimination / equality between men and women.

Allocation of structural funds
Do not forget that the procedures are implemented at a national level and at a regio-
nal level. The European Commission does not interfere in any way with the projects 
selection.
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